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“Dualism” 

“Hylomorphism” “Materialism” 

THE SELF 

EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL 

HOW SHOULD WE LIVE OUR LIVES? 

Value of life and Death 

The meaning of life 

Is Life Sacred? Is death Bad? 

LIFE AFTER DEATH 

Plato on Immortality 
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Philosophy: What is it, why do it? 

Classical Answer: The 

examined life: Plato 

Christian belief and 
(Classical) philosophy 

Enlightenment: the 

rejection of faith 

Post-modernity: the 

rejection of truth 

Nietzsche’s Free Spirit 

James’ Pragmatist 

Descartes’ Disembodied Spirit 

Mill’s Creative Genius 

Epicurus Epictetus 
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11th and 12th 
Centuries 

Abelard 
Anselm 
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Avicenna 
Averroes 
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“High” Middle 
Ages 
 
 

Thomas Aquinas 
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Late Middle 
Ages 
 

Duns Scotus 

  Ockham 
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Problem of 
Universals 

Faith and Philosophy 

God’s Existence-- 
God’s Unity 

Human action/ 
Divine action  

Metaphysics versus 
Theology 

Human 
Knowledge 
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